
Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Thursday, 22 October 2015] 

 p7865b-7866a 
Hon Kate Doust 

CONSTRUCTION, FORESTRY, MINING AND ENERGY UNION–MARITIME UNION OF 
AUSTRALIA — PROPOSED MERGER 

Statement 

HON KATE DOUST (South Metropolitan — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [5.46 pm]: I cannot let 
those comments go through to the keeper. 

Several members interjected. 

Hon KATE DOUST: No, it is not that at all. 

I agree with the member; I do not think we should have illegal activities in the workplace, but there is one area 
that we forget about. Hon Peter Katsambanis has just reminded me of why we are here and why he is not. He 
constantly whips up these furphies about the trade union movement and the monstering that it allegedly does. 

At the end of the day, whether or not that merger goes through will depend upon the members of those 
organisations. It will be put to them and they will make the decision. This is not a new thing; it is something that 
happens on a regular basis with trade unions. In the 1980s and 1990s, we went through a significant period of 
change under the Bill Kelty oversight of the Australian Council of Trade Unions, when we saw significant 
numbers of unions seeking to amalgamate, so that we had 20 super unions. Some of them survived and some did 
not; it was all up to the members, but people are still working. 

If the member is concerned about illegal activity, let us have an open and frank discussion about how employers 
conduct themselves. Today the media reported that Fair Work Australia has had to pull back $22 million in 
unpaid wages for workers across the sector, because employers were not paying according to the awards or 
agreements that they had put in place. I would say that that is an illegal activity, but we do not hear 
Hon Peter Katsambanis complaining about that. He is quite happy for workers to be ripped off; he is quite happy 
for that to happen. He is quite happy for unsafe work practices to continue; he does not worry about that. We 
never hear him coming in here and complaining. 

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! I will repeat what I said before. Every member has the opportunity to make  
a 10-minute member’s statement, and every other member has the obligation to let them do it. 

Hon KATE DOUST: Thank you, Mr President. I think I just get very tired of the standard ideological crap from 
the Liberal Party — 

The PRESIDENT: Order! 

Hon KATE DOUST: — on the role of trade unions in workplaces. That is what we have heard tonight from 
Hon Peter Katsambanis. It may very well have been his preselection speech for the seat of Hillarys. This is not 
my preselection speech. I will stand and defend trade unions as long as I can in this place, because I think they 
do an outstanding job for their members. The reason they are there is to protect workers from the illegal 
activities of employers not paying them and not protecting them. We never hear members opposite getting up 
and talking about the underpayment of wages and unprotected workplaces. Let us talk about those subcontractors 
on the Perth Children’s Hospital site who are not getting paid. I do not hear any members opposite getting to 
their feet and complaining about the illegal activity of that company not paying those subcontractors. We now 
know that there is $38.5 million of variations to that contract and we know that there are at least 
five subcontracting companies that have not been paid on that job. We know it will now cost the state more. Not 
once has Hon Peter Katsambanis got to his feet and complained that type of activity: the fact is that workers on 
that site cannot be guaranteed that they will take home a pay to their family to pay their bills. He should get up 
and complain about that and then he can justify having a go at others. The Construction, Forestry, Mining and 
Energy Union is there is to protect those workers. It is doing its darned hardest to make sure that the subbies on 
that job get paid so that their union members can take home a wage. Hon Peter Katsambanis has not got up and 
talked about that. He just wants to bash unions and bash workers attached to them. Those unions will make their 
own call; it is obviously a decision they have made to seek improvements for their members and a better way of 
operating, and good luck to them. They will make that decision. 

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order, members! 

Hon KATE DOUST: It is inappropriate that Hon Peter Katsambanis comes in here and condemns them on 
a continuous basis without looking at the issues. The day he gets up and talks about what he will do to protect 
those subcontractors who are not getting paid on the job and protect workers across the retail hospitality industry 
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and across the food production industry who are not being paid their proper entitlements, he can get up and 
complain. Until he has the guts to defend those working people, he should stay silent. 

House adjourned at 5.50 pm 

__________ 
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